
 



1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“What matter that at different shrines 
 

"We pray unto one God — What matter that at different times 
 

Our fathers won this sod — In fortune and in name we're bound 
 

By stronger links than steel ; And neither can be safe nor sound 
 

But in the other's weal.” 
 

Thomas Osborne Davis  
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Introduction 
The Irish Unity Program from Éire Nua is our proposal for a Federal Democratic 
Republic within the context of Irish re-unification.  This will consist of a new 
Governmental structure ending partition and a new All-Ireland Constitution. 

The concept of the new governmental structures outlined herein are inspired by the Éire 
Nua policy first adopted by Sinn Féin in 1972.  This policy was received with great 
optimism at the time.  In the event of a British withdrawal from Ireland it was viewed as a 
fair and viable option by members of the Unionist and Loyalist community.   

It was truly a revolutionary document, however in 1984 moves were underway in Sinn Féin 
to drop the Éire Nua policy by the incoming Adams/McGuinness leadership who cited it 
as a “sob to unionism”.  This marked the beginning of Provisional Sinn Féin’s shift towards 
constitutional reform and an acceptance of partition.  The negative outcome was the 
1986 reformist/revolutionary split, the positive outcome was it allowed the original 
architects of the Éire Nua policy to reorganize.  The proponents of Éire Nua reorganised 
as Republican Sinn Féin with Dáithí Ó Conaill and Ruairí Ó Brádaigh leading the efforts in 
keeping the Éire Nua vision alive.  That flame still burns. 

In 2024 a new Republican organisation called Éire Nua was constituted by a collective 
of independent Republicans inspired by the original vision laid out in the Éire Nua policy.  
The Irish Unity Program is inspired by that vision. 

Irish Republicanism finds itself in a precarious position as of 2025.  Many Revolutionary 
Republican groups exist outside the constitutional institutions of Stormont and Leinster 
House.  Many of these groups hold good policy ideas but have no way to implement them.   

As for the constitutional parties, none of them have offered a tangible vision for Irish 
Unity.  Therein lies the risk of an “agreed Ireland”, one which does not challenge the British 
infringement on Irish sovereignty but seeks to water down the border by unlimited 
compromise.  For these reformists it is in their interest to kick the can down the road and 
put off any discussion which truly challenges partition.   

Éire Nua believe in a Democratic Republic where all political views can contest in free 
elections, yet democracy has been greatly damaged and there is a disconnect between 
the political class, citizens and free speech.  The metrics of the 2024 General Elections 
reveal this as fact.  The official turnout was 57.5% in the Six-Counties while in the 26-
Counties it was 59.7%.  This is a combined turnout of 58.6%.  So 41.4% percent of those 
eligible to vote on the island of Ireland seen it as no use to exercise their right to vote. 

Revolutionary Republicans must have unity of purpose if they are to succeed.  Getting 
Irish Unity into the public consciousness as the progressive vision it should be will be 
greatly aided by adopting the Irish Unity Program.  When the Constitution of a new All-
Ireland Republic is drawn it is vital traditional, revolutionary Republican voices are heard. 

- Éire Nua, Easter 2025 
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POPULATION & DEMOGRAPHICS 
Ní neart go cur le chéile - There is no strength without unity 
 
The impact of emigration from Ireland is profound with roots traceable back to the mid-
19th century. Before the “Great Hunger 
/ An Gorta Mór” of the 1840s, Ireland's 
population was significantly larger, 
estimated at over 8 million. The 
catastrophic events orchestrated by the 
British Government led to mass 
emigration and mass deaths across 
Ireland, significantly reducing our 
population.  This exodus continued well 
into the 20th century, as economic 
challenges and lack of opportunities 
drove countless Irish to seek better lives 
abroad. The population has never fully 
recovered from this dramatic decline, 
resulting in a diaspora that has left its 
mark on the demographic and cultural 
landscape. Even today, the legacy of 
emigration continues to shape the 
nation, affecting everything from 
economic development to cultural 
identity.  Emigration has been the safety 
valve of successive Governments North 
and South, when times get hard, Irish people were encouraged to leave.   

Not much has changed in 2025 as thousands of young Irish people are choosing to leave 
Ireland due to an orchestrated housing crisis and yet Ireland’s demographics have 
changed rapidly due to unregulated mass immigration.  This unproportionable disparity 
has created much civil unrest and division in society.  Common sense has been left aside 
leaving a void filled by systematic abuse which has stoked fear and anger in society while 
NGOs and privateers gain incredible financial rewards.  It is no surprise that 1 in 5 Leinster 
House TDs are landlords.  More shocking still is the fact that according to 2018 reports 75 
out of 158 TDs were millionaires with a net worth estimated to be over €216 million.  When 
we refer to this political class as a political cartel, we declare it as fact.   

New government structures outlined in the Irish Unity Program will ensure stern 
accountability.  

ENDING THE EAST – WEST DIVIDE 

The introduction of the federal system will see a focus on indigenous industry and is 
poised to stimulate population growth in the west of Ireland, the region most afflicted by 
depopulation.  
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By devolving powers to regional administrative councils and local bodies, the federal 
system ensures that the unique needs and potential of each Province are addressed 
effectively. This localized governance model empowers communities, enabling them to 
develop tailored economic strategies that leverage local resources and skills.  

By prioritizing indigenous industries, such as agriculture, fisheries, crafts, tourism and 
renewable energy, the west of Ireland can harness its natural and cultural assets to create 
sustainable employment opportunities. This, in turn, will attract and retain our people, 
reversing the trend of emigration and fostering a vibrant, self-sufficient economy. The fair 
distribution of the nation’s wealth under this federal system will eradicate the east-west 
economic divide, leading to balanced regional development and a rejuvenated 
population in the western counties. 

ULSTER: A BEACON OF STRENGTH IN A UNITED IRELAND 

Contrary to the arguments of the partitionists that “we cannot afford a United Ireland”, a reunited 
Ulster, with its larger population, will bring significant economic benefits to a united Ireland. The 
increase in the population will translate into a greater labour force, boosting productivity across 
various sectors.  

The larger population will result in enhanced tax revenues, providing the national government 
with more resources to invest in infrastructure, healthcare, education, housing and other vital 
public services. These investments will not only improve the quality of life for citizens but also 
stimulate economic growth and development. By effectively leveraging Ulster's economic 
potential, a united Ireland can ensure balanced regional development, create sustainable 
employment opportunities, and foster a thriving economy that benefits all its citizens. 

A reunited Ulster under its own Parliament will foster a harmonious coexistence among its 
people, whether they identify simply as Irish, Irish Gaels, Irish British, or Irish of other 
backgrounds.   We recognise modern Ireland is a diverse country.  Respecting and celebrating 
cultural differences will lay the foundation for a more inclusive and cohesive society.   

In the spirit of Theobald Wolfe Tone, in the spirit of true Irish Republicanism, let us unite under the 
common name of Irishman and Irishwoman. 

As the demographics continue to shift in favour of a United Ireland Éire Nua will argue from an 
ethical standpoint that the British Government has a moral responsibility to address the legacy 
of colonialism and contribute to the costs of reunification. 
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BORDER POLL, IRISH UNITY, PARTITION & THE 
BRITISH VETO OVER IRISH SOVEREIGNTY 
The Belfast Agreement of 1998 has guaranteed a minority a preference shamefully 
backed by the Dublin 
administration in violation of 
Ireland’s 32-County 
sovereignty.  The British 
occupation of Ireland has 
perpetuated a system where we 
see a denial of the rights of the 
Irish people to the ownership of 
Ireland.  Partition has only 
served to profit the UK at the 
expense of Ireland as a whole.  
 
Irish republicans must use all 
avenues to attain Ireland’s 
freedom.  We will never accept 
the territorial surrender of 
Ireland to the UK.  The British 
veto against Irish unity is 
maintained by the British 
Secretary of State ensuring the 
political dominance of a small 
unionist minority over Ireland. 
The veto mechanism enshrined 
in the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement perpetuates division, undermines national sovereignty, and denies the Irish 
people their right to self-determination.  The political will of the majority of Irish people 
has been denied at a great cost to peace, prosperity and human life for over 100 years.  
 
The Belfast Agreement is a truce, not a settlement and Éire Nua reiterate that in every 
generation the Irish people have rejected this political and military occupation of Ireland. 
Through the Irish Unity Program Éire Nua will emphasize the sovereignty and self-
determination of the Irish people, highlight nationalist rejection of the union with Britain 
and advocate for the abolition of colonial era structures. 
 
Éire Nua demand the British Government declare their intent to withdraw from Ireland 
allowing the Irish people to convene a National Constituent Assembly to draft a new 
Constitution representative of all the People of Ireland. Éire Nua does not endorse the 
everyday workings of the Belfast Agreement. Calls for a Border Poll as set out in the 
Agreement will likely take place within the next decade. Demographics are rapidly 
changing in favour of Irish unity and that particular mechanism must be used to 
Republican advantage. We will advocate a Yes vote for Unity in that scenario. If the Yes 
vote wins it creates space to propose the Irish Unity Program as a workable alternative 
replacing partition.  Regardless of the outcome we will not release pressure in our just 
demand for a full British withdrawal. 
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New Governmental Structures 

The system outlined here envisions a federation of the four provinces of Ireland under the 

co-ordination of a national 

parliament, with powers 

devolved through regional 

administrative councils to 

local bodies, so that at all 

levels citizens may have 

an effective voice in their 

own governance. 

To achieve that, the 

structures of partition 

must be abolished; they 

must be replaced with 

entirely new structures 

based on the unity of the 

Irish people as a whole. 

The new system would 

embody two main 

features: 

 

1. A New Constitution - This Constitution will be the supreme document of the Irish 

Republic. 

2. A New Government Structure. 
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BUNREACHT NA HÉIREANN 
The Constitution of Ireland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new constitution would provide for; 

a. The People of Ireland will elect a President who will be Head of State.  The role of 
President will reflect continuity, and adherence to the constitution.  
  

b. The Constitution will secure the independence of the Supreme Court and of the 
judicial system as guardian of the Constitution; 

 

c. A Constitutional Amendment Safeguard will ensure no amendments can be made 

to the Constitution without the approval of the Irish people; 

 

d. Charter of Rights, to secure for citizens effective control of their conditions of 

living, subject to the common good; 

 

e. Federal Structure of Government designed to provide the maximum distribution 

of authority at provincial and subsidiary level; 

 

f. The right for Ireland to join international organisations — eg the United Nations, 

the World Health Organisation — so long as such organisations do not subvert 

Irish sovereignty or neutrality. 
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IRISH CHARTER OF RIGHTS 
An Irish Charter Of Rights would be along these lines: 
 
We the people of Ireland are resolved to establish political sovereignty, to secure human 
justice and social progress on this island, to achieve a better life for all, and henceforth 
to live in peace with one another. And so we declare our adherence to the following 
principles: 
 
▪ Article 1. Every citizen is born free and equal and shares the same inherent human 

dignity. Everyone is entitled to the rights of citizenship without distinction as to race, 
sex religion, philosophical conviction, language or political outlook. 
 

▪ Article 2. Every citizen has the right to life, liberty, and security of person. No-one 
shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest of detention. 
 

▪ Article 3. Every citizen has the right to freedom of conscience, to free choice and 
practice of religion, and to the free and open teaching of ethical and political beliefs. 
This includes the rights to freedom of assembly, the right to peaceable association, 
the right to petition, and the right to freedom of expression and communication. 
 

▪ Article 4. Every citizen has the right to participate in the government of the country, 
and to equal access to its public service. 
 

▪ Article 5. The basis of government is the will of the people. This is expressed in direct 
participatory democracy and free elections by secret ballot. The right of every citizen 
to follow his or her conscience, and to express his or her personal opinion, stands 
against any demographically contrived attempt at repression. 
 

▪ Article 6. Every citizen has the right to education according to personal ability, the 
right to work, and the right to a standard of living worthy of a free human being. This 
right extends to food, housing and medical care, and to security against 
unemployment, illness, and disability. 
 

▪ Article 7. Every citizen has the right to marry and found a family. Mothers, children, 
the aged and infirm deserve the nation’s particular care and attention. 
 

▪ Article 8. Every citizen has the right to equal pay for equal work, and the right to join a 
trade union for the protection of workers’ collective interests, and these rights must 
be acknowledged by all employers. 
 

▪ Article 9. In the exercise of their rights, citizens shall be subject only to such 
constraints as may be necessary to ensure recognition and respect for the rights of 
others and the welfare of the larger community. 
 

It is intended that the European Convention on Human Rights, promulgated on November 4, 1950 in twenty-one 
countries, be made part of the internal domestic law of the New Ireland. 
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Dáil Éireann 
The National Parliament of the Irish Republic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is proposed that – to signify the beginning of a new era and the unity of the country 
around its geographic centre – Athlone be made the capital city of the New Ireland.   
 
The current population of Athlone is in the region of 23,000 yet Athlone, with impending 
city status has been recognized as one of Europe's top "Micro Cities of the Future" for its 
economic potential and human capital. It was ranked seventh in the "Economic 
Potential" category and ninth in "Human Capital and Lifestyle" in the Financial Times' fDi 
Intelligence rankings.  The proposal to host Dáil Éireann in the geographical centre of 
Ireland will signal a significant shift in the politics of Ireland and a new era of true 
decentralized democracy. 
 
The national parliament, to which all citizens of the thirty-two counties will give common 
allegiance, and which will embody the unity and sovereignty of the nation as a whole. This 
parliament — a true Dáil Éireann — will have the responsibility of protecting the nation’s 
interests at home and abroad. All its actions will be governed by a constitution freely 
adopted by the majority of the people of the country. 
 
The national parliament, Dáil Éireann — which will also be a federal parliament in that it 
will be drawn from the federation of Ireland’s four constituent provinces — will consist 
of a single chamber of about a hundred deputies, elected 50 per cent by direct universal 
suffrage according to the proportional representation system and 50 per cent in equal 
numbers from each provincial parliament. Each deputy (TD) would represent about 
25,000 voters. The precise figure would be based on the ratio between the density of 
population of an electoral district and its geographical area. 
 
Dáil Éireann will be representative of the whole of Ireland and elected by the suffrage of 
all its citizens. It will be the primary national authority, acting in trust for the people. Its 
primary duty would be to uphold the supreme authority of the Constitution and Charter 
of Rights adopted by the Irish people. 
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Dáil Éireann, will have the following special responsibilities; 
 
a.  defending the nation, physically and politically; 
 
b.  upholding the interests of the Irish people, and representing their concern for other 
people, in any international forum; 
 
c.  formulating Irish foreign policy, maintaining Irish neutrality and independence from all 
power blocs, including the EU, and seeking to secure a nuclear-free world; and 
 
d.  protecting and promoting Irish culture, language and literature. 
 
 
Functions Of The National Parliament: 
 
1. the national parliament will control all powers and functions essential to the good of 

the nation; 
 

2. the national parliament will elect a Government, consisting of a limited number of 
ministers; 

 
3. the national parliament will initiate national legislation, through any of the following 

agencies: 
a. its own deputies, b. the central Government, c. a provincial parliament, or d. an 
initiative; 

 
4. The national parliament will adopt national legislation, either 
      a.  directly, through its own deputies, or b.  by initiative in specified cases; 
 
5.   The national parliament will oversee collection of the federal revenue. 
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Provincial Parliaments 

Decentralised local government will be fundamental to the new system. 
 
The four traditional provinces — Ulster, Munster, Leinster, and Connacht — have 
emerged as definite regions within the island of Ireland, with distinctive characteristics. 
Irish people in any region will be found to have a natural affinity — in culture, sport and 
economic interest — with those of their own province and county. 
 
Uniting the historic province of Ulster will help eliminate the sectarian divisions of the 
past and realise the full potential for development of separated counties — especially 
Donegal, Derry, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Cavan, and Monaghan. The people of the long-
neglected province of Connacht will find power to escape from their isolation. The people 
of the provinces of Leinster and Munster will be able to pursue policies that will secure 
them a more equitable and balanced form of development. 
 
Parliaments will be established for each of the four provinces. The representatives will 
be elected by the people of each province according to a system of proportional 
representation. 
 
The functions of the Provincial Parliament will be: 
 

1. to co-ordinate activity and development in the various regions in the province, 
with particular care for the unique character of the Gaeltacht areas; 
 

2. to initiate and promote legislation for the social, economic and cultural 
development of the people within the region, with the right to initiative; and 

 
3. to co-ordinate the development and expansion of third-level education; 

 
4. to collect provincial revenue. 
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Regional Boards 
Regional Boards will plan and 

oversee the economic, social and 

cultural development of areas 

within their jurisdiction. They will 

be served by secretariats 

employing modern means of 

administration while ensuring 

attention to and care for the 

problems of all the people of the 

region. 

Regional boards will be 

established to promote and co-

ordinate the economic, social and 

cultural affairs of clearly defined 

regions. The regional development 

board would be a single chamber 

consisting of: 

 a.  representatives of district 

councils within the region concerned, elected according to a system of proportional 

representation, and 

 b.  expert representatives appointed by the provincial parliament. 

 

The Regional Board would have the following responsibilities: 

a) to assess and co-ordinate the work of district councils in their regions; 

b) to provide for hospitalisation and care of the young, aged and infirm; 

c) to supervise regional planning; 

d) to plan for economic growth; 

e) to provide for cultural development. 

f) All Gaeltacht districts would constitute a Gaeltacht Region. 
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The following regions are suggested: 

Two Regions in Connacht 
Provincial Capital seated in Tuam 

 

Region One - North Connacht; 

Sligo, Leitrim, Mayo and the Boyle and Ballaghaderreen county electoral areas of 

Roscommon; 

Region Two - South Connacht; 

Galway, the remainder of Roscommon and the Claremorris/Ballinrobe area of Mayo 

plus the Gaeltacht area of Tuar Mhic Éadaigh in South Mayo. 
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Four Regions in Munster 
Provincial Capital seated in Cork 

 

 
 

Region One - Cork city and environs. 

 

Region Two - South Munster; 

Kerry and North and West Cork. 

 

Region Three - East Munster; 

South Tipperary, Waterford and East Cork. 

 

Region Four - North Munster; 

North Tipperary, Limerick and Clare. 
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Four Regions in Leinster 
Provincial Capital seated in Dublin 

 

 
 

Region One – Greater Dublin. 

 

Region Two – Midlands; 

Longford, Westmeath, Laois and Offaly. 

 

Region Three – East Leinster; 

South Louth, Meath, Kildare and Wicklow. 

 

Region Four – South Leinster; 

Wexford, Carlow and Kilkenny. 
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Four Regions in Ulster 
Provincial Capital seated in Dungannon 

 

 
 

Region One – Greater Belfast. 

 

Region Two – East Ulster; 

Antrim, East Derry, East Tyrone, North Armagh, and North and East Down. 

 

Region Three – South Ulster; 

Cavan, Monaghan, part of Fermanagh, South Down, South Armagh and North Louth. 

 

Region Four – West Ulster; 

Donegal, Derry City and the Faughan and Limavady districts of County Derry, the 

Strabane and Omagh districts of County Tyrone, and most of County Fermanagh. 
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District Councils 
District Councils will give people a direct voice in their own local governance, ensuring 
that their public representatives are more closely accountable to the electorate. 

A district council will consist of a single chamber elected by the people of a clearly 
defined area covering a population of 10,000 to 40,000 people. 

District councils will have the following areas of responsibility: 

▪ the welfare and security of the community and the application of the law in a humane 

and just manner; 

▪ primary and secondary education; 

▪ job creation, regulations governing employment and standards of work, trading 

practices, etc; 

▪ local planning and environmental development; 

▪ agriculture, fishing, and small industry; 

▪ health centres, youth and recreational development; 

▪ housing and control of rented accommodation; 

▪ social welfare and social services. 

 

Each district council will have a secretariat, where all services would be provided under 

the same roof. 

Community Councils 
Community Councils will be voluntary bodies, representing close-knit communities 

based on parishes or other suitable centres, such as a district electoral area. To ensure 

the welfare of their people and the good of their communities, Community Councils will 

have the right of audience at all district council meetings and will be a great way to 

encourage direct democracy by encouraging participation all year round, not just at 

elections. 

Ní neart go cur le Chéile 
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Plan of Action for Irish Unity 
1. Use the following hashtags on social media – 

#IrishUnity #UnitedIreland #IrishRepublic #IR #FederalIreland #ÉireNua 
#IrishUnityProgram  
 

2. Apply pressure to demand a British withdrawal from Ireland and the 
establishment of a National Constituent Assembly 
 

3. Establish an Éire Nua branch in your area (https://www.eirenua.org) 
 

 
4. Donate to Éire Nua to support our work promoting Irish Unity 

 
5.  Lobby elected representatives, send the Irish Unity Program to them 

6.  Visibility – Get Irish Unity into the public consciousness by distributing 
the Irish Unity Program and sharing it widely 
 

7.  Engage with and encourage unity of purpose with other Revolutionary 
Republican groups.  Encourage them to adopt and promote the Irish 
Unity Program. 

 

   

The Irish Unity Program is open for discussion, constructive criticism, debate and 
amendments.  The fundamental principle is to create a workable alternative to 

partition in the event of Irish Unity. 
 

 

“Landlords fooled us ; 

England ruled us, Hounding our passions to make us their prey, 

But, in their spite, The Irish Unite,  

And Orange and Green will carry the day!” 

Thomas Osbourne Davis 

https://www.eirenua.org/
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